









BULLETIN from 





Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop. Service 38 Bank Street 





Vol. XVII November 1, 1949 No. 21 


FP mee. Gere 


MUST BOOKS 


January 2 


Goudge, Elizabeth Coward, McCann 
GENTIAN HILL $3 004 © 


* The Devonshire coast provides appropriate background for an enchanted tale of 
young love in the dark days when Buonaparte menaced the English coast. There's a fey qua- 
lity to the telling, recalling vividly the Goudge of /sland Magic and City of bells rather 
than the Goudge of more recent writing. With flashbacks to the legend of the monk who 
haunted the hillside chapel dedicated to the sailors, and of the couple separated by the 
sea- and reunited by the sea, there's a tale of another young couple, Stella, a child liv- 
ing with foster parents, stalwart country stock, and Zachary, not very much her elder, who 
deserted the ship he loathed and the life he feared, and fought his fears until he won 
through to manhood. Theirs was an instant recognition of twin souls; the doctor who formed 
the link between them, and later the hermit-priest, running away from his own fears, both 
knew that here was something wholly apart from carnal passion, a recreation, perhaps, of 
the ancient tale. Stella had a mystical awareness which bridged the gaps of distance and 
time; Zachary rooted his mind and heart in the strength she was able to project to him, 
when his conscience drove him back to the sea and the war he hated. One forgives the in- 
trusion of contrived situations, the intervention of the long arm of coincidence- and ac- 
cepts, as did Stella and Zachary, the miracle of their oneness. The flavor of the Devon- 
shire countryside is here- and much, too, of the horrors of the city slums and prisons, 
the holds of England's ships at sea, the brutality and injustice that was accepted as in- 
evitable in a society where poverty and riches had no common meeting ground. A fairy tale 
sort of romance, charmingly told. (January Literary Guild). 


January 3 


du Maurier, Daphne Doubleday 
THE PARASITES ; $3.00 


Quite different - and somehow more personal- than Daphne du Maurier’s other no- 
vels. It is an odd pattern - in the story of three people, Maria, Niall, Celia, step bro- 
ther and sisters, each with a minor gift inherited from talented parents, each somehow 
satisfied with falling short of creative achievement, dependent on one another (particular- 
ly Marie and Niall) and shutting out close relations with the rest of their world. The 
story opens on the Sunday in the country when Charles, Maria's husband, calls them all 
“parasites” - leaves them to recall the past in varying terms, and ends the day by asking 
Maria for a divorce. Bit by bit, the pieces fall into place. The father, selfish, possess- 
ive, magnetic, a singer who outlives his gift, and keeps his youngest, Celia, in thrall. 

The mother, killed in an odd accident, just as she realizes that her dancing days are end- 
ing. Maria, popular actress, finding in the theatre full mead for a life which finds 
children a nuisance, and Niall a better companion than her husband. Niall, popular song 
writer, and knowing his limitations - needing Maria, but unwilling to give all to her. 

And Celia, spinster, whose stories and drawings might have brought her fame had she taken 
time out from service to others. And the end? For all but Niall, the familiar roles - 
feeding on the demands of their worlds. Drama played out against a background of London - 
of a country house- of the world of theatre. Skilled craftsmanship, but not so holding 

a story as Rebecca. | 
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January 9 


Little, Brown 


Shellabarger, Samuel 
THE KING'S CAVALIER $3.00 

* Faster paced and more exciting reading, this, than its predecessors, Captain 
from Castile and Prince of Foxes. But somehow, good entertainment though it is, there is 
loss in perceptive awareness of period and characters, in quality of presentation, due, 
perhaps, to the emphasis on picaresque adventure romance. 
I, and his Regent mother, power behind the throne. There are characters drawn from his- 
tory, but somehow they are stock characters, the smiling villain, de Norville, actually 
leader of the Duke of Bourbon's rebellion, but playing both ends against the middle in his 
pretense of reverting to the King's side; the generous and wily old diplomat, benefactor 
of Blaise, the hero- de Surcy; the beautiful English spy, Anne Russell, mistress of the 
King, secretly pledged to de Norville as a pawn in the game. Blaise, a youthful captain 
in Chevalier Bayard's company, becomes embroiled in the affairs of court and countryside; 
he sides with the King's men, against his father; he is used shamelessly by the Regent to 
her own ends; he fights the fascination of the lovely Anne- is betrayed by her- and again 
is rescued by her- and at the end fights with her at last on the same side. Plottings 
and double dealings, weak men and strong, derring-do and gallant deeds, in a story that 
sweeps one across France in troubled days. One follows the story for sheer entertainment, 
but rarely is one caught up in the conviction of time or place. February Literary Guild. 


A sure Best Seller. 


A Few for Special Notice 


second books which rate attention, on their own values as well as the sales of the first 
books - Cleveland Amory's HOME TOWN (Harper) and Nancy Wilson Ross’ I, MY ANCESTOR 
‘Random House). A Dark Horse, which deserves critical attention, 1s THE SCAPEGOAT by 


Jocelyn Brooke (Harper). Reports in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


November 25 


Vittorini, Elio New Directions 
IN SICILY $2.50 


Introduced by Hemingway, and preluded by a critical accolade from England, this 
presents for the first time over here a younger Italian writer, in a short novel- or ra- 
ther “a conversation in Sicily". During the course of this conversation, conducted by 
Silvestro, a young man of thirty, Silvestro “makes a journey from a doubt in humanity to- 
wards & realization of humanity”. Something of a man of good will, something of a Hamlet 
too who cannot escape the melancholy of an “outraged world”, Silvestro returns to the 
villege of his birth; sees his mother again after fifteen years; reminisces over the past, 
makes rounds with her as she midwifes and nurses the villagers; spends an evening with a 
knife-grinder; witnesses the return of his father, and then leaves.... A poet's book, 
which blends realism with aestheticism in its prose, a philosophy of the world at large 
with an inner sensibility, this is for the more esoteric reader. 


December 5 


Bowles, Paul New Directions 
THE SHELTERING SKY $2.75 


A first novel, although Paul Bowles’ short stories may be familiar to the little 


magazine reader, this has some of the nervous brilliance,atmospheric effectiveness- with- 
out the imagery~- of the early Prokosch. Here though the intention is a little more defin- 


ite, and this is the story of three people, Port Moresby, Kit- his wife, and their friend- 


The time is the reign of Francis 
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Tunner- who is in love with Kit. Lost, restless, and aware that they cannot contact the 
world- or each other, Port and Kit travel aimlessly, and move from disenchantment to de- 
spair to ultimate disintegration. For Port, it is eventually death as he contracts typhus 
in the Sahara, dies alone while Kit is off meeting Tunner; for Kit, it is the deception 
and the guilt of her momentary affair with Tunner which drives her, at Port's death, to 
insanity; while Tunner waits in the desert for the return of the half-crazed Kit. A strange 
book, bitter, clever, for an intellectual audience. 


January 4 


Putnam, G.P. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
GOLDEN VALLEY $2.75 


A family western develops the conflict of the ranchers of Inyo Valley and Los 
Angeles when the farmers’ plans for water reclamation run into the obstacle of the city's 
plans for an aqueduct which will ruin their holdings. John and Abigail Weston use every 
possible means to save their valley while their granddaughter, Abby, her heart lost to 4 
surveyor for the city, has her own battle between love and loyalty. Through fear of ruin 
when the seepage water is drawn off, the ranchers rush to sell to the city, but John fights 
on, stops the ranchers’ attempt to dynamite one of the projects, while his wife uses her 
inheritance to checkmate the city in saving the ranchers who hold on. John loses his life 
through his efforts and Abigail sees a worthwhile compromise result from their long, hard 
work, and Abby and her love married at last. Sentiment and savor of the days of 1910. 


Amory, Cleveland ; Harper 
HOME TOWN $3.00 

* An astringent, often funny, account of publishing business deals with the problem 
of turning a first author into a newsworthy personage - according to tried and phony pub- 
licity methods. Cynical, sophisticated Bill Devereux, past master of public relations for 
Hathaway House, book publishers of New York and London, unhappily takes on the job of 
grooming Mitchell Hickok, from The 600 Level, Copper City, Ariz., and his first book “Home 
Town” and learns - to his bewildered amazement that Mitch's integrity pays off in better 
publicity than all official manoeuverings. From Mitch's arrival, his moving from the 
Waldorf to a smaller hotel, his appearance at cocktail parties and on radio, women's club 
programs, TV, Bill's nerves never get a rest, while Mitch takes it all in his stride - to 
everyone's discomfiture over his truthfulness and wise innocence. A slick, sharp grotes- 
que that should appeal to the trade as well as the public. 


Bax, Roger Harper 
TWO IF BY SEA $2.50 


A fairly debonair drama of escape, this tells of Philip, a foreign correspondent, 
who had married Marya, a Russian ballerina, while reporting from inside Russia. Unable, 
when he is sent home some two years later, to secure an exit permit for Marya, Philip re- 
turns alone to England. Thinking up a way to rescue Marya, by boat, his plan is shared 

by Denny, whose wife- Svetlana- also in Russia- is by now a source of suspicion to the 
NKVD. Sailing to a harbor on the Baltic, they run afoul of a Russian ship, 4 vodka party 
which foils their pursuit, danger ashore as Philip- in a stolen Russian Colonel's uniform- 
finds his Marya and they make off again for Stockholm and safety. Some harumscarum, some 
hazardous experiencesand exploits in a gay account. 


Brooke, Jocelyn Harper 
THE SCAPEGOAT $2.50 


* With a spare simplicity, a tension which is residual in the dissonance between 
its two characters, and a drama which derives from that relationship, this is a psycho- 
pathological story of a man and a boy. Duncan, the boy, thirteen, and recently orphaned, 
is sensitive, uneasy, furtive; Gerald, his uncle, who takes charge of him after the death 
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of Duncan's mother, is bluff, hearty, superficially benevolent, with an old army British 
background of colonial India, polo, pigsticking. Between these two there are only a few 
moments of sympathy and companionship, although Gerald is aware that the boy is not quite 
normal and perhaps needs a professional guidance he cannot give. With Duncan's expulsion 
from school, for stealing, the relationship is further strained, and Gerald's only ther- 
apy is discipline. And when the boy steals again- from his uncle- the climax is reached 
and breaks in violence and death... The concentration, the compression here gives this an 
almost classical caste, and a direct and telling impact. It should command critical at- 


tention and a literary following. 


January 4 


Gielgud, Val Morrow 
STALKING HORSE $2.75 


The adventure story, in modern terms and with a well maintained momentum, this 
tells of the assignment of Britisher Havilland when he is thrown in with a strange, suspect 
and mutually suspicious group. With Ingrid, with whom he falls in love- Sidney, a Zionist- 
Peters, a special agent- and Gabriel Waters, more German than English, none of whom Havil- 
land can trust, Havilland escapes some murders in London for the mission to Poland to trace 
the rumor that Hitler is still alive. From Poland to Zurich to the Russian Zone, Havilland 
is used and abused by his associates, realizes that the stalk is a decoy for Sidney's traf- 
fic in illegal immigrants into Palestine, and that this is again a blind for other criminal 
activities... Involved, a little improbable, this is not the best of its kind but is satis- 


factorily sustained. 





January 5 


Stilwell, Hart Doubleday 
CAMPUS TOWN $3.00 


The author of Jorder City (1945), which dealt with Mexican minority groups, here 
presents a most unflattering portrait of a (Texas) university in which the Ku Klux and 
prejudice pressures bring about melodrama in Lefty's undergraduate life. Lefty, scarred 
with hate for his father, ready to swallow whole the glamor he sees as a freshman, soon 
has his values turned topsy turvy, begins to have the knots taken out of his thinking as 
he is the witness of a Klan beating, gets to view the inside workings of the college policy 
toward endowments, social distinctions and sports programs. Spurning Emily when he learns 
how thoroughly she has embraced the double standard of the ‘20's, almost wrecking his arm 
in semi-pro baseball during the summer, having the coach completely wreck it in a college 
game in the fall, learning his room-mate is one of the Klan and finally championing the 
cause of two suspect professors, Lefty ends his college career by escaping Klan vengeance 
with the help of Emily and his room-mate - only to refuse to run away from his enemies. An 
outspoken airing of vicious educational and prejudice practices, this is not for the 
squeamish reader. 


Widdemer, Margaret Doubleday _ 
RED CLOAK FLYING $3.00 


Abundance of romance and paucity of history in a period novel of mid-l18th century 
England and America. This is the story of Rosamond Cantillon, whose mother was burned as 
a witch, whose father was an Irish nobleman fallen on evil days and living at the Tynedale 
estate as schoolmaster. Geoffrey Tyndale has loved Rosamond from childhood and his plans 
to marry her are foiled by his step-mother who tries to smear Rosamond as a witch like her 
mother. She escapes and after their marriage, she and Geoffrey go to America to begin a 
new life - one destined to recurrent emotional upheavals, as the unstable Geoffrey believes 
the story @ jealous woman circulates, and turns against Rosamond - leaves her for gayer 
spots. Ian, once Geoffrey's prisoner, now their friend, helps her- she turns to him, but 
he is sure she and Geoffrey belong together and restores her to a repentant husband. Fast 
moving story with surface value. 
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January 9 


Reece, Byron Herbert Dutton 
BETTER A DINNER OF HERBS $3.00 


In rhythmic line, this tells of the intermeshed lives of orphan Danny, his uncle, 
Enid, and the family of the Preacher over the hill. Danny's mother had been seduced by 4 
stranger and had died in childbirth, and for this, and the theft of his gold piece, Enid 
hates the boy - and loves him too, with a great protectiveness. He sells his farm to work 
elsewhere but on their journey they meet Mary, wife of the Preacher, and Enid falls in 
love with her. He goes to work for her husband and Danny becomes part of the household, 
part of the life of Mercidy, the grandmother, of the two boys, Jason and the Idiot. Enid 
is made uncomfortable by the knowledge that the child Mary bears is his; the Preacher, 
too, is poisoned by the event. When he is confronted by Enid he is betrayed as Danny's 
real father and Enid is the involuntary cause of his death. This deed forces him on his 
way, leaving Danny safe with Mary and his half-brothers. A poetic feel for the land and 
the people gives this something of a folk-tale quality. 


Hatch, Eric PE oat Little, Brown 
THE BEAUTIFUL BEQUEST // | ® $2.75 


A rather fabulous fable tells of the strange haunting of Johnny Kennedy by the 
ghost of Paddy O*Malley which he inherits under the dead man's will. Working in a subur- 
ban bank, engaged to marry the president's daughter, Johnny is hurt in an auto accident 
and it is then that Paddy's belligerence and charm take hold of his personality. He tells 
off the president, loses his job, takes a fling at prize fighting and wins. He finds the 
rest of his inheritance in Mary Moore and decides to work for her. But in loyalty to his 
backers he continues fighting,makes good with Mary and in a last fight comes face to face 
with the truth of his visitation. Light-handed, lightly handled popular reading with the 
Hatch brand of humor, which is not so strongly farcical as before. 


January ?? 


Stegner, Wallace Houghton, Mifflin 
THE WOMEN ON THE WALL $2.75 


Stegner’s versatility is already well proven, and this volume of wholly unstan- 
dardized short stories is but further evidence. The stories range from realistic anec- 
dotal material with a folk quality to perceptive, sensitive psychological studies of adol- 
escence and childhood. The scenes shift from Vermont to Californie, from Saskatchewan to 
Mexico. There’s humor and pathos and occasional irony- but there's none of the sordidness, 
the disillusionment that marks so much of contemporary short story telling. Some may even 
call his stories old fashioned. I found them hearteningly American, without ever being 
either corny or sentimental. I'd suggest for sampling, to give you e flavor distinguish- 
ing these stories from the average collection, the following:- Beyond the Glass Mountain, 
the story of two one-time school chums meeting years later, when roles were reversed; 
Goin’ To Town, @ study of anticlimax; 7Jwo Rivers for contrast in mood; 7he Colt, a story 
of a boy’s love for a colt- and the tragic aftermath; The Sweetness of the Twisted Apples 
for the flavor of rural life. 


\O 

January 27 
West, Anthony Houghton, Mifflin 
THE VINTAGE $3.00 


An experimental, transcendental first novel, this follows with rather cloudy in- 
tentions the wanderings through time and space of Johnny Wallis, a man of scruple and con- 
science who had suicided during the war. In eternity, under the guidance of Ransome, an 
escort, Wallis is shown the choice of worlds in which he may live. And there he meets 
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those with whom he had been involved when alive, precipitating a recall of those relation- 
ships. There is von Kenelm, the German war officer he had helped to hang, practical, ex- 
pedient, selfish, but not as guilty as Wallis had assumed; his first mistress, when he 
was still a minor; his wife, cold, proud; his son, with whom there had been no common 
ground; Helen Jacobsen, who was tormented by the habit of prostitution she could not shake 
off; etc. etc. And finally, from the confusion of a life which held little meaning, there 
is the escape in death “out of the sickness of his time, into eternal awareness of the 
mind of God". A projection of values, intangibles, metaphysical conjecture, this is a 
shadowy one in which there is very little interest for the man involved. A Houghton 


Mifflin Fellowship Award. 


January 7? 


Buechner, Frederick Alfred Knopf 
A LONG DAY'S DYING $3.00 


An oddly beautiful first novel, this is almost certain to create some sort of 
literary stir. Ina style that is experimental, shaded and subtle, Mr. Buechner writes 
of a bookish coterie who live in or just outside of New York City. There is the elephan- 
tine but not boorish Mr. Tristram Bone who fancies himself a priest, who owns a monkey 
named Simon, and who is in love with Elizabeth Poor. And there is the charmingly enig- 
matic Elizabeth who glides and flits and could really love almost anybody. She has a 
young son, Leander, at college, who in turn has a young instructor friend, Paul Steitler, 
with whom Elizabeth is having a rather aimless affair, This course of action provides 
the major plot drive: Elizabeth denies all; Tristram’s priesthood is upset; and Leander 
and Paul are avucused of sustaining a homosexual relationship. There are superb minor 
characters on the fringe: Maroo, Elizabeth's mother, who is brilliant, astute and some- 
thing of an artist; Motley, an author, unctious and unpleasant; Emma, Tristram‘'s German 
maid, who is rigid and stalwart... A study in nuances of character and atmosphere, this 
is delicately oriented and finely drawn. For a special market, however. 


Walker, Dorothy Pierce Macrae -Smith 
KATE FULLER, M.D. $2.50 


Another hospital romance, adequate though not exceptional, this tells of an 
ambitious young interne, Kate Fuller, who comes to People's Hospital, finds the odds 
against her due to the opposition of Dr. Kenyon who did not want a woman and fails to 
reconcile himself to her being there. All sorts of complications ensue, the dinner party 
given by the Smiths and intended to launch Kate socially turns into a tremendous fiasco. 
Then a cad of a doctor married to an older woman gives Kate considerable trouble and nasty 
rumors are circulated about her, intensified by the football coach using one of the nurses 
to get on the right side of her young brother and further his ambitions. In the end, Kate 
weathers the storms and proves herself, winning Scott's respect and his love as well. 
Rentals. 


Wees, Frances Shelley Macrae -Smith 
MELODY UNHEARD $2.50 


A Cinderella story of Isabel Gay, poor but beautiful, who sees her dream, and 
many years of hard work, killed when her first piano concert is damned by connoisseur- 
critic Arthur Somerville. With no money to continue studying, Isabel gets her chance 
when Somerville offers her marriage and the training she needs- with no emotional obli- 
gations in return. Cold, remote, Arthur drives her hard- too hard, and only after she 
has achieved their aims, does he admit his love for her which she reciprocates... A sug- 
gestion here of intelligence as well as sentiment gives this some superiority- for rent. 
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January ?? 
® Ross, Nancy Wilson Random House 
I, MY ANCESTOR $3.QB50 


Again a story of a marriage on the rocks, though in this case, the central char- 
acter is a man, Philip Stewart, while in 7he Left Hand Is The Dreamer, Fredericka was the 
one to whom life had become a meaningless treadmill. In contrast to the earlier book, 

I, My Ancestor is set chiefly in the Pacific Northwest, an island in Puget Sound, where 
Tom, Philip’s father, lives content with beauty and basic necessities and good companion- 
ship and the philosophy he has evolved through difficult years. In New York, Fate has 
piled things against Philip,- there's the pressure of the motion picture industry on the 
New York story editor; there's the futile round of the social gristmill; there's his 
wife's blundering attempts to resuscitate a love that has dwindled; there's a run-in with 
@ burglar, which ends in attack and concussion and a mental breakdown...Then Philip goes 
out to the father whom he had not seen since his childhood - and finds,not peace, but at 
least a philosophy on which to build a future. An odd book, ending on a questioning note, 
with issues still at loose ends. But much of it makes interesting reading, in a contem- 
porary assessment of today's personal values. The idyllic island life, the lovers who are 
neighbors, the brief contacts with reality all seem illusive and unreal. But the story 

is primarily a story of the torture of a man to whom life has become meaningless- and of 

the serenity of a man who has found his way through the morass. Not patterned to popular 
taste as was the predecessor, but holding reading. 


Annixter, Paul A. A. Wyn 
SWIFTWATER | / 18 $2.50 
Originally reported for September publication as follows:- “An uncomplicated, 

@ honest, unharnessed and quite beautiful novel about the Canadian hunting grounds - its 
forests, its people and especially its geese - that will undoubtedly remind some of Mar- 
jorie Kinnan Rawlings. Restrained and simple in structure, it follows the goings-on of 
adolescent, backwoods, idealistic, assiduous Bucky Calloway, his hunter father, Cam, and 
the hostile townfolk. When Cam breaks his leg in the forest, Bucky takes over the rather 
awesome responsibility of setting trap lines in 40° below weather, shooting deer and wild 
fowl to keep the family fed, and defending himself against panthers, wolverines, etc. In 
the interim, they plan to set up a government controlled goose sanctuary to counteract 
the senseless destruction of geese by city hunters...Concerned with simple people living 
simple lives, this nonetheless has interesting pulls and tensions and a certain amount 
of spiritual values.” 


EVIL COMPANY - Mysteries & Westerns 


January 4 


Evans, Evan Harper 
SMUGGLERS’ TRAIL $2.50 





Sheriff Dallas save bad man Jack Ripley from jail to track down the head of a 
ring smuggling Chinese across the border. Ripley falls in love with two-timing Ching, an 
American girl, raised by Chinese, rescues scar-faced Dong for her,only to have him kid- 
napped. He captures his boss, Lancaster but Ching effects his escape; finally rescues 
Dong again, unmasks the top man and sees a new shipment of Chinese wreck the gang. A 
lushly written western-advernture. 
















Gardner, Erle Stanley Morrow 
THE CASE OF THE NEGLIGENT NYMPH $2.50 


That wily courtroom strategist, Perry Mason, with his invaluable aides, Della 
and Paul, behind the 8-ball when he becomes the accomplice of one Dorothy Fenner, jailed 
first for a jewel robbery, later accused of murder. Perry takes some of the whitewash off 
@ previous disappearance, bluffs his way with psychological weapons, and, in following a 
logical pattern, discloses the real criminal. A straighter line for a tighter story. 
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January 5 


Heckelmann, Charles N. Doubleday 
TWO-BIT RANCHER $2.50 


Out in Wyoming Bill Raven returns to the Rolling R to avenge his brother's mur- 
der and to cut down ranch-grabbing, ambitious Goodwin. He crowds his luck in challenging 
his enemies, loses his girl because of his determination to end the local terrorization, 
and winds up a wanted man. But in wiping out the cattle thieves he airs the truth and 
hands over a finished job to the sheriff. Fast ridin’ and shootin’. 


Little, Constance & Gwenyth Doubleday 
THE BLACK HOUSE $2.25 


A further combination of improbable to irrepressible events in which Claude 
Boster, a lawyer, assigns Henry, his assistant, to watch over Diana, Boster’s stepdaughter, 
threatened by the reprisals of a disgruntled criminal. Henry's surveillance takes him 
from a hospital, and a nightwatch in a hospital gown, to a black house in the country 
where- after several attempted and two accomplished murders- the killer is caught. 


Skittish. 


Upfield, Arthur W. Doubleday 
THE WIDOWS OF BROOME $2.25 


“In me is enthroned the white man's power of reasoning and the black man's gifts 
of observation and patience.” Detective Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte speaking - and in- 
vestigating the murders of three widows in northwest Australia. The matter of their night- 
gowns, their underwear, of a skin disease, various psychological quirks all add up to 
Bony'’s quarry - trapped in a fourth attempt, carefully guarded by Bony and Broome's police. 
Painstaking. Crime Club. 


Findlay, Ferguson Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
MY OLD MAN'S BADGE $2.50 


* Johnny Malone, son of a murdered NYC police detective, learns that his father’s 
killer is on his trail, gets the chance to seek him out. Groomed by the force, his assign- 
ment leads him from the Village, to the Bowery, to dope peddlers and their closely guarded 
organization, more murders and hot action. Quick thinking, quick talking - snappy yarning. 


Cunningham, A.B. Dutton 
THE HUNTER IS THE HUNTED $2.50 


Sheriff Jess Roden is called in to bring his backwoods tactics to bear on a case 
that has defeated the city police, the murder of a man who had been sent to investigate an 
illegal still. Rodem poses as a city slicker on a fishing trip, discovers several suspects 
all engaged in illegal activities- one hunts out of season, another dynamites fish, a 
third makes whiskey. They keep tabs on him, he must be careful not to arouse their sus- 
picions, but in the end he gets the killer. For Cunningham fans. 


West, Tom Dutton 
GHOST GOLD $2.50 


A bank robbery, the murder of the cashier, and Bill Saxon, stranger, unconscious 
on the floor, seems to look pretty guilty, but a clever lawyer clears him and he decides 
to remain in Sagebrush to clear things up. Saxon buys land, helps a group of nesters in 
their struggle against the banker who holds their mortgages and is trying to squeeze them 
out. He aids the town marshall, Rawhide Russell, to get the robber-killer, but Preacher 
Paul has vanished into thin air with the gold. And of course Saxon wins the daughter of 
the dead cashier. Standard Tom West. 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Dumas, Alexandre - CAMILLE Field, Peter - SHERIFF'S REVENGE 
Eberhart, Mignon C. - THE WHITE DRESS Green & Abell - HUSBANDS AND LOVERS 
Edmonds, Walter D. - THE CAPTIVE WOMEN Lay & Bartlett - TWELVE O'CLOCK HIGH 
Fearing, Kenneth - THE BIG CLOCK Steinbeck, John - CANNERY ROW 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Ford, Leslie - PHILADELPHIA MURDER STORY Savage, Juanita - DON LORENZO'S BRIDE 
McCloy, Helen - THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY Steinbeck, John - TO A GOD UNKNOWN 
Rinehart, Mary Roberts - HAUNTED LADY Wodehouse, P. G. - LEAVE IT TO PSMITH 


GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY for December 5th 


Permabooks (Fach $.35) 


Gibson, Walter B. - MAGIC EXPLAINED - Nisenson, Samuel - A HANDY ILLUSTRATED 
(Original) GUIDE TO BOXING - (Original) 
Mallery, Richard D. - GRAMMAR MADE EASY Sara, Dorothy ~ READING HANDWRITING FOR FUN 
AND POPULARITY - (Original) 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 


Signets 
Brand, Max - BROTHER OF THE CHEYENNES Himes, Chester B. -. IF HE HOLLERS LET HIM GO 
Cain, James M. - EVERYBODY DOES IT Thoreau, Henry David - WALDEN 


Dreiser, Theodore - AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY Mentor: House, W.H.D.-7r. = THE ODYSSEY 


POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 


Brown, John David - STARS IN MY CROWN Rolland, Romain - JEAN-CHRISTOPHE 

Haycox, Ernest - CANYON PASSAGE Taylor, Angeline - BLACK JADE 

Ripley, Austin - MINUTE MYSTERIES Wells, Evelyn - JED BLAINE'S WOMAN 

Ripley, Thomas - THEY DIED WITH THEIR Wolff & Veiller - THE TRIAL OF MARY DUGAN 
BOOTS ON 


NON - FICTION 
UST #8005 S 
January 4 


Tharp, Lovise Hall Little, Brown 
THE PEABODY SISTERS OF SALEM $4.00 


(Reported as a “Dark Horse” when it was scheduled for August publication, this is 
now listed as a “Must" book because of its selection by the Book-of-the-Month Club.) A 
vibrant, colorful and interesting biography of three fascinating blue-stockings, who- 
through marriage or by dint of personal vitality - were central figures in the major liter- 
ary-educational controversies and developments of the mid-l19th century. The author sketch- 
es in the Peabody genealogy; the kindly, hard-driven Dr. Peabody and his ambitious, domin- 
eering wife, their meagre, transient existence of genteel poverty are sharply drawn; next 
the dramatic careers of the three daughters are presented. There was Mary, self-effacing, 
imposed upon, who endured the cruel rivalry of one sister and went off to Cuba to nurse 
her pampered young sister and bury an unrequited love. Eventually she married the bril- 


liant Horace Mann and shared his crusading liberalism and zeal. Sophia, beautiful, fragile, 


gifted and an invalid, found in her marriage to Hawthorne (according to the author's some- 
what controversial interpretation) an escape from a doting mother and a cure for her head- 
aches. (Another kind of Elizabeth Barrett-Robert Browning affair?) Here is described her 
idyllic marriage, the years at the old manse in Lenox, where The House of the Seven Gables 

















November 1, 1949 Non-fiction -616- 


was written, and where Hawthorne grew to know Melville, to find security of literary suc- 
cess and European travel, and from where he left for the bitter years of his decline in 
Concord, The most dynamic and remarkable sister was Elizabeth, the indomitable Lizzie 
Peabody, - educator, transcendentalist, publisher, bookseller, crusader extraordinaire. 
She was the friend of Emerson, of Thoreau, of Margaret Fuller; she was the defender of 
John Brown, the advocate of Bronson Alcott, the devoted admirer of Channing, the first 
kindergartner in the Froebel tradition in America. Perhaps she could be considered the 
most significant woman of her time, a time when even in her own region there were other 
famous women. Authoritative, highly documented biography, which is at the same time first 
rate reading. 


ae 


January-9— P J vane 


Bowen, Catherine Drinker Little, Brown- A.M.P. 
JOHN “YANKEE : $5.00 


Tithe John Adams and the American Revolution 


** An utterly fascinating recapturing of the stormy years leading up to the American 
Revolution, and of John Adams’ memorable part in them. While scholars will quarrel with 
Mrs. Bowen's “fictionization”® (use of conversation, exploring the mental conflicts and 
thoughts of her characters, describing in factual detail incidents that are true to the 
spirit of the times and the outlines of history, but are not on actual record as ocourring 
thus and so, etc.) - the general reading public will rejoice in feeling, as does this read- 
er, that any liberties taken contribute only to a sense of identity with the people, the 
mood of the times, the place, and thereby enhance and deepen the sense of living history. 
The story of John Adams, from his tenth year through the formulation of the Declaration of 
Independence, makes lively reading, He emerges as a real person- and those who loved 
Janet Whitney's 4bigail Adams will feel that they have explored more intimately one of the 
real love stories of American history, and been- in process of reading- an integral part 
of Boston of the days of the Boston Massacre, the famous Tea Party, the siege- the trials 
in which John Adams had the courage to defend the unpopular cause, and so on. The earlier 
chapters give a close-up picture of his school days, his training and first experience in 
the law, his family and marriage. And throughout, there is the awareness of the overall 
march of history, of the change in attitude toward the mother country, of the growing sense 
of one cause at odds with local sovereignty. An exciting, absorbing book. Possibly less 
easy reading than her popular Yankee From Olympus- but well worthwhile. 


And Don't Overlook 


THE LAST OPTIMIST by Julto Alvarez del Vayo (Viking) simply because of a certain apathy in 
the American reading public in regard to Spain. It is first rate reading- and important. 
Report in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-Non-fiction 
November 21 


Rukeyser, Muriel A. A. Wyn | 
THE LIFE OF POETRY $3.00 | 


A passionate plea for poetry, its place in the modern world and the increased 
production and improved quality are embodied in this new volume of prose by a well-known 
poet. To paraphrase Voltaire, it is easy to concur heartily with Miss Rukeyser’s point of 
view and yet quarrel with her mode of expressing it. Her over-emotional and turgid writing, 
her tortured sentence structure, her hot and often forced images, the general tone of soap- 
box oratory, do not seem te be the best way to “sell” an art, which without argument has a 
hard time thrusting up its head in our brutal civilization. Miss Rukeyser calls for sing- 
ing a faith in a better future. One may hope the language of the future will be more har- 
monious, melodious and less agonized than what she uses herein. She has a following - 
perhaps to them this volume will appeal. 
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| Crossman, Richard, M. P.- Fd. Harper 
@ THE GOD THAT FAILED $3.75 


The result of a political argument with Arthur Koestler, this collects the state 
of mind of the Communist convert in the period from 1917 to 1939 in autobiographical terms, 
and, in making the full round, records the return of six intellectuals from their era of 
delusion. The novices- and the disillusioned - are Arthur Koestler, Ignazio Silone, 
Richard Wright, Andre Gide (in collaboration with Enid Starkie), Louis Fischer and Stephen 
Spender. Their recall of their regimentation ranges from the almost religio-mystical to 
abysmal despair, to escape from frustration. In highly intellectualized analysis these 
accounts display the appeal of Communism for the anti-Fascists, for those who had lost 
faith in democracy and in Western values; they display too a certain hysteria of the per- 
iod in which each writes, and, as the editor points out, a loneliness that left them open 
to the appeal of the Party. But, even with the emotional impetus, the record reads of 
their discomfort in the resentment and suspicion, mental torture, and unpleasant exper- 
iences - among the Communists themselves, at home and abroad - which resulted in their 
withdrawal - as fellow travelers or Party members. Current interest here - and, in spite 
of its place in time, a stop-light from the boys in the “think” field. 


Horkheimer, Max- Fd. Harper 
THE AUTHORITARIAN PERSONALITY % | is $7.50 


Reported originally for November, on P. 535:- “Another in the series, Studies in 
Prejudice, this is the most specialized, scientific in this group and is a highly clinical 
investigation of the rise of the ‘authoritarian personality', the potential fascist, 
threatening the individualistic, democratic type. The Berkeley Public Opinion Study has 

e@ contributed much of the casework on which the study is based. For psycho-sociological 
reference and background.” 





aL | 
Hull, Helen- éd. THE yy Harper | 
THE-AUTHORS* GUILD WRIT BOOK $4.00 /~ 


This is as helpful and constructive a book in its field as I have seen. The 
range of contributors and the scope of topics should meet the need and interest of aspir- 
ants to writing fame. Novels (contemporary- historical-mystery), serial writing for the 
slicks, writing for the pulps, short story writing, writing for children, special articles, 
screen, radio and television writing, dramatization - each subject discussed on two levels 
of interest, the reader, the writer. Now and again, the editor includes selected passages 
from some creative work, that contribute to the clarification of some phase or other of 
writing (for example there are passages chosen from Thomas Mann's Progress of the Artist, 
from Koestler's Insight and Outlook). Some of the contributions are worth reading for the 
quality of thought and style, as, for instance, Jacques Barzun's piece. The artistic 
slant, the critical, the practical, the commercial- all are presented in concrete terms 
by successful writers. 


Van Til, William § Others Harper 
DEMOCRACY DEMANDS IT cloth-$1. 50 


For the high school teacher or administrator, a discussion of intercultural edu- 
cation as it can be developed through the intercultural unit. The approaches to such a 
| unit; its introduction; the various points of departure; suggested reading, recordings, 
| @ etc., topics which lend themselves to unit study (the Negro problem, the Jewish problem, 
: etc.); what the teacher can accomplish through diagnosis of prejudice and redirection; 
field trips, surveys; lectures, discussion... For direct application in this field, this 
presents good content material and illustrative methods. 
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January 5 


Considine, Robert E. Doubleday 
THE MARYKNOLL STORY $3.00 


An admiring, appreciative testimonial to the mission of Maryknoll- which epito- 
mizes to Considine “all the vigor, earthiness and godliness of this country in its spirit- 
ual and physical relations abroad". Individually, and collectively, this mission and its 
members are shown in their work on other continents, as they fight appalling forces of 
femine, illiteracy, disease, godlessness. Their work in China, before and after the war; 
the orphanages for abandoned children; the Gate of Heaven Leper Asylum; the Boys' Towns; 
the Sisters- and the Brothers. And on to Japan, Korea, Chile, Peru, Bolivia, the jungle, 
antiolerical Guatemala, and Mexico where they are outlawed; and finally Africa where ten 
million have already been converted... Correspondent, columnist, Considine lends a prac- 
tised hand as well as se sympathetic heart to the aims and accomplishments of Marylmoll- 
but the audience will chiefly be a Catholic one. 


Morgan, Lt. Gen. Sir Frederick, K.C.B. Doubleday a2) 
OVERTURE TO OVERLORD | $4.00 = - 


A fairly matey report to the assembled public of the ramifications - personal as 
well as official - of "Operation Overlord" - by the Chief of Staff to the Supreme Allied 
Commander (designate). In other words, all that went before the invasion of Nazi Europe 
from the northwest, - the author's background and qualifications, the formal military oir- 
cumstances, and hierarchy to be met, the integration and amalgamation of British, American, 
Canadian, South African and Australian parts of the organization, the problems presented 
by no precise precedent and the diagrams of operation - proposed and actual. This is a 
story of time factors, of shipping, equipment, personnel, accommodations, techniques, ex- 
pert application of long-sought know-how, of the development of staff, and the fate of each 
separate part of the overall plan. It is a picture of great activity - before all the de- 
tails of COSSAC went into effect - of operations and exercises - Husky, Mulberry, Rankin, 
Starkey, etc.;- of fabulous enterprise on such a scale that all working was conflict - 
with Army, Navy and Air and the international factors presenting problems on all sides; of 
awkwardnesses that had to be surmounted for ultimate victory. A distinctly man-in-the- 
street accounting, from England, this should be sure fire in its human as well as military 
aspects. 


Waugh, Alec . ve Doubleday 
THE LIPTON STORY 37-*—— 2. _ $3.00 — 
A centennial biography, Sir Thomas Lipton’s life is significant largely as a com- 
mercial career which achieved fabulous proportions, but is inherently lacking in personal 
or dramatic detail beyond its Algeresque aspects. Of poor but stolid Scotch background, 
Lipton shipped out to America as a cabin boy at fifteen, quickly showed the abstemious, 
ambitious traits which were to carry him on. Back in England he opened his first market, 
and with his ingenious advertising stunts, was able to carry out his program of one new 
ship a week. There followed his entry into the tea trade; the achievement of multimillion- 
aire status; the knighting; the debut of the yachtsman; the friendship with King Edward VII 
and the great social festivities which ended with the King’s death, as did that old world 
of prestige and property. A bachelor to the last, Lipton was always a friendly, genial 
figure, dramatio in his achievements rather than his activities. And Waugh, admiring as 
he may be, still doesn't carry this to the general biography reader. 


Beebe, William Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
EDGE OF THE JUNGLE $3.00 


To those who got acquainted with Beebe, the naturalist, in High Jungle, the new 
edition of his Edge of the Jungle published 30 years ago, will be welcome news. It is as 
lively reading today as it was when it introduced enchanted readers to the jungle life of 
British Guiana. Today- he says- the conditions are almost unchanged. Plus sale item. 
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Carhart, Arthur H. Macmillan 
FISHING IS FUN $1.95 


—_— 


November 1, 1949 


Report repeated from Page 529 of the September 15th bulletin, when scheduled for 
fall publication, as follows: “Barnes published Carhart's Fresh Water Fishing this year 
(see report P. 264). Now comes this excellent first book for aspiring fishermen. The 
facts are here, the lore, the data on basic classes of fish (game fish, forage fish, rough 
fish). There is discussion of types of water and its bearing on fishing; tackle and how 
to handle it; overhead casting by dry land practice; application of techniques on water; 
lake lore; stream lore; and conservation as the sportman's responsibility. Good plus sale 
with boys.® 


January 11 


Tilman, H.W. Cambridge University Press 
TWO MOUNTAINS AND A RIVER 83 80 — 


A most self-effacing record of exploration in the Himalayas, this combines a 
quiet humor with considerable cultivation, follows the old precept that the writer of tra- 
vels should "mingle pleasure with instruction”. A veteran mountaineer, who is known for 
his successful ascent of Nanda Devi in the Himalayas, the highest point to date which has 
been reached, for his attempted ascent of Mount Everest in 1938, Tilman now records his 
most recent expedition and the attempt to climb two other mountains and to trace the river 
Oxus to its source. The preparations of equipment, provisions; the initial approaches; the 
many considerations of the best possible access; the men who joined him; the failures- but 
always the lessons learned and the renascent hope. Never showy, this is for the more 
serious follower of mountaineers and mountaineering. 


January 13 


Drury, Aubrey Harper 
HOW TO RETIRE IN CALIFORNIA $2.50 , 


A handbook for those who plan to retire to a life of leisure, as well as for those 
who want to semi-retire to part-time farming, written by the author of the best general 
guide to California. He writes out of conviction and enthusiasm that in California will be 
found the answers to the Why? Where? and How? of retirement. He charts the reasons why he 
thinks it holds these answers, and then takes, in geographical succession, the sections, the 
specific localities, that offer most. His final chapters discuss health seeking and find- 
ing, recreations, farmstuffs, buying or building a home, investment in real estate, living 
in a trailer, how to move and what to take, etc. The book- while directed specifically to 
those weighing the pros and cons of California, would serve as a practical guide to the 
state for those who want to look before they leap. The specific values of each section 
are carefully indicated, scenic values noted. 





January—?77 2/1 


Diekhoff, John S. Harper 
DEMOCRACY'S COLLEGE $3-00 
2.) 
A survey and a discussion of democracy's college- the local college- an “exten- 
sion of opportunity" since it is ecanomically accessible to almost all young Americans. 
The development of the city college in America; the problem of control- city, state or 
federal- and the danger of the latter; the obligation of community support; the function 
of the local college; the moral and vocational training provided; the community services 
offered- adult education, clinics, cultural opportunities; the need for more teachers and 
better teachers; practices of admission, and general policies; programs. Once again limit- 
ed to the educational field- and to this particular division. 
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January 299 


del Vayo, Julio Alvarez Viking oo 
THE LAST OPTIMIST $3504 — 
* An absorbed autobiographical consideration of a life concerned with revolutionary 
Socialism offers a colorful career against a colorful background. For del Vayo, of Spanish 
birth, with a military father and a dying religious mother, was a rebel from the start and 
only finished his education in law so that he could eventually escape to France, England, 
Germany, and with the coming of World War I, to America. As a correspondent he knew the 
"20's in Europe and later came to know South America; as a diplomat he represented his 
country in Mexico, and was a delegate to the League of Nations. There is 4 great, warm 
personality here - a personality which reflects vividly the important - and unimportant - 
people he met and/or knew, the issues for which he lived and argued, the international 
events in which he was either an interested observer or active participant. Wonderfully 
alive sketches of names-in-the news, a sensitive evaluation of not only the Spanish poli- 
tioal and literary scene but also of international problems yesterday and today. 


Late Comers-Practically Published 


Roberts, Patricia Easterbrook Crown 
FLOWER CRAFT $2.75 


This is specifically intended for the florist who hasn't already extensive know- 
ledge and experience - or the layman who wants to open a flower shop. Much of the informa- 
tion would interest garden club members who go in for showing, but the application to the 
average housewife is too slight for emphasis. Plenty of helpful lists as to seasonal 
flowers, greens, plants add value to the concrete advice on the care of flowers, damage 
control, color harmony, principles of arrangement (composition, balance, unity), adjuncts 
to basic equipment for flower arrangements, containers, etc. There’s an excellent chapter 
on foliage, varieties of green stuffs, uses. There's sound advice on making of corsages, 
with some original ideas on what to use. There are notes on doing flowers for the home, 
for table decoration, for parties, for church decorations, for festivals. There are a few 
uninspired hints on use of dried materials, on floral novelties. Call the book to the at- 
tention of local florists; carry one copy on vocational shelf. More than 200 illustra- 


tions and diagrams. (Publ. ) 


Crown 


Gaige, Crosby 
DINING WITH MY FRIENDS $3.00 

For the gourmet market-for those who enjoy cookbooks like Thoughts on Food and 
Escoffier Cookbook. Not for the average housewife. Man-about-town Crosby Gaige, author- 
ity on dining out, on fine food and drink, intimate of famous writers, artists, tycoons 
the country over, here shares an accumulation of menus and recipes contributed by his fel- 
low-travellers- in-the-oculinary-arts. With deep concern for lifting the quality of Ameri- 
can food, Crosby Gaige has given connoisseurs a collection of specialty dishes, presented 
as parts of menus, with directions for preparation that even the inexpert cook will find 
easy to follow. There are good ideas for special occasions; there are recipes for foods 
(and drinks) enjoyed and not readily identified, some with regional flavor, some associ- 
ated with the names of famous chefs. Indexed. (11/18) 


Leonard, Leah W. Crown 
JEWISH COOKERY $3.00 


Complete guide to Jewish cooking, which includes all aspects,- German, Hungarian, 
Russian, Austrian, Roumanian, Israeli - with special attention to holiday dishes, dietary 
laws, food customs. The famous dishes are all here (gefulte fish, blintzes, knishes, 
challah, borscht, strudel, chopped herring, potato pancakes, pirogen, piroshki, bagel, 
etc.). The arrangement is unusual:- breakfast, eggs, dairy dishes, meats, meatless meals, 
cheese dishes, soups, sauces, organ meats (valuable addition this), vegetables, salads, 
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breads, cakes, cookies, desserts, appetizers, frozen desserts, beverages, pickles and re- 
lishes, the emergency shelf. Good recipes for family use, specialized in selection, but 

covering so wide a range of food values, that it should serve as a basic cookbook, in the 
same way that The Settlement Cookbook, The Joy of Cooking, etc. serve. (11/14) 


Morrisey, Louise Lane & Sweeney, Marion Lane Houghton, Mifflin 
AN ODD VOLUME OF COOKERY 3 $2.50 


“The Club of Odd Volumes” adds this to the bibliophile’s library- in a cookbook, 
interspersed with anecdotes, and highlighted with specialties of the club dining room. 
Not a basic cookbook in any sense, but one that will appeal to those who want good he-man 
food with a gourmet quality. Occasionally, the nomenclature will surprise the experts- 
or perhaps their recipe for bouillabaisse is deliberately designed as an approximation 
and short cut to the Marseilles variety, just as their recipe for Devonshire Cream is de- 
liberately designed to approach the quality of the real thing. I found some good sugges- 
tions, offered with imagination and zest; and some specific instructions that most cook- 
books bypass (as for instance, the how of making a rice ring, a spinach ring). A special- 
ty cookbook, with a New England vie Boston flavor. (11/3) 


Postscript 


Kirkland, Alexander | Doubleday 
RECTOR'S NAUGHTY '90's COOK BOOK $3.50 


This has already been reviewed~ as a cookbook (see P. 528) but do have another 
look at it, in its finished form, with decorative drawings by Bob Cato, with period flav- 
or in photographs of reigning favorites and popular figures of the times, and consider it 
from another angle. For here is a book with a distinctly nostalgic appeal, a sort of be- 
lated gossip colum, garnished with favorite dishes. A beautiful piece of bookmaking. 


Maloney, T.J.- Ad. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
: U.S. CAMERA ANNUAL 1950 $6.50 


The annual, which for the first time presents an equal inolusion of Buropean 
photographers and pictures in this “International Edition”. For the layman, this provides 
@ stronger attraction as the European pictures, many of them experimental, are extremely 
effective. Due to the fact that many American magazine photographers did not submit ma- 
terial to this annual again this year,- the American section is far below the usual stand- 
erd of names and talent. The last section of the book is devoted to outstanding news 
pictures of the year. The usual market for this. (Publ.) 


A Group of Art Books - Late Arrivals 


Gradmann, Erwin- Selected by Harper 
FRENCH MASTER DRAWINGS OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY $2.50 


An addition to Harper's Art Library in the Master Drawings series, in which we've 
already seen Albrecht Durer and Dutch Master Drawings. Again this new volume provides in 
the introductory text, concise background data and biographical notes. Notes on the plates, 
and- the main portion of the book- excellent reproductions of the best of the drawings of 
the 18th century school, which included Watteau, Boucher, Fragonard, Greuze, de Latour, 
Prud'hon and others. The author is the Professor of Art at the Federal Institute of Tech- 
nology at Zurich, and Direction of their Print Room. A fine piece of book making. Boards. 
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Venturi, Lionello- Intro. by Harper 
SANDRO BOTTICELLI: The Nativity $2.50 


Boxed portfolio pamphlet, showing in eight-color detail reproductions in actual 
original size, the sections of the famous masterpiece, with a text which analyzes intimate- 
ly each section. The Introduction places the painting against its historical background, 
with the dramatic events which inspired the painting. Printed in the Netherlands. (Publ. ) 


Richter, Gisela M. Oxford 
ARCHAIC GREEK ART | $12.50 


This volume is made up of the lectures in the six weeks’ course given at Bryn 
Mawr under the Mary Flexner Lectureship endowment. Unfortunately, the lecture flavor is 
unmistakable- the address to an audience, rather than a reading public. This makes for 
somewhat uninspired reading, though one is fully cognizant of the wealth of scholarship 
evidenced in the careful rebuilding of the period from 650 to 480 BC, when Greek art was 
coming into its own. The chief interest- for this reader at least- lies in the method 
of the recreation, its evidence linked closely with the findings of archeology,- a vase 
here, a statue there, a bit of terra cotta, and so on. One area after another, the city 
states, the islands, their art, their history, and bits about their people, are unfolded. 
“eae documented and illustrated with over 100 plates. Beautiful typography and binding. 

Publ.) 


Wilenski, R.H.- Ed. BLAKE The Pitman Gallery 
KLEE Bach $1.95 
FLEMISH PAINTINGS 
THE VIRGIN AND CHILD 


There are now 12 volumes in this series of monographs, each with ten or more 
colored plates. Introduction and notes by Thomas Bodkin, in Flemish Paintings and The 
Virgin and Child, Herbert Read for xlee, and Geoffrey Keynes for Blake. The introductions 
combine critical appraisal and biographical data; the notes elucidate the’significance of 
the individual paintings. This series makes available- at a modest price- colored prints 
of some of the classics. Whether or not Klee will stand the test of time, only time will 
tell, but we acknowledge the importance of giving place in the series to some of the mod- 
erns as well. Good value. (Publ.) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 

502 Morley, Christopher- THE IRONING BOARD- from 11/3 to 11/10 (Doubleday) 

527 Lawrence, Marjorie- INTERRUPTED MELODY- from 10/??7 to 1/27 (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 
532 White, E.B.- HERE IS NEW YORK- from 11/7 to 12/14 (Harper) 

570 von Eckardt, Hans- IVAN THE TERRIBLE- from 11/7 to 12/29 (Knopf) 

590 Marchal, Lucie- THE MESH- from 11/?? to 1/27 (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 

593 Toor, Frances- THE THREE WORLDS OF PERU- from 11/2 to 11/17 (Crown?) 

598 Pahlen, K.- MUSIC OF THE WORLD- from 10/27 to 11/17 (Crown) 
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FINAL FALL JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Young, W. Edward & Hayes, Will Platt & Munk 
NORMAN AND THE NURSERY SCHOOL | $1.00 


Here's a book that may be criticised as having poster advertising type of colored 
pictures,but that has a surely popular theme, successfully developed. In big pictures and 
bold captions, the small reader easily follows the round of activities of the first day at 
nursery school. A good choice for a shy child who is reluctant to join in group activities 
- and recognizable in content to the child who is already an enthusiastic participant. 
Pastedown on cloth binding. (Publ.) 


Jackson, Kathryn & Byron Simon & Schuster 
THE BIG ELEPHANT $1.00 


Rojankovsky illustrations for a gay and entertaining story of a friendly elephant, 
who becomes playmate and sharer in community activities, and who found that Santa Claus 
came to good elephants as well as good children. With his shiny new horn- and his house 
and furniture made to scale, he found himself “greatly, enormously, hugely happy ever 
after”. Big Golden Book. (Publ.) 


Tresselt, Alvin Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
Ill. by Roger Duvoisin SUN UP $2.00 


This gifted team, whose White Snow, Bright Snow won a Caldecott award in 1948, 
give us this season an artistic, sensitive picture book which manages to avoid being just 
another day on a farm book. The various phases round the clock are suggested in the nu- 
ances of coloring in Duvoisin's full page illustrations, - pink of dawn across the fields 
as the cock crows, brilliant white heat of noonday sun, threatening black clouds before a 
summer thunder storm. Text and pictures are perfectly integrated to create an atmosphere 
of pastoral simplicity and drowsy summer activity. Boards, (Late November. ) 


CLASSICS- REPRINTS - INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Alcott, Louisa May Grosset 4 Dunlap 
JO'S BOYS Illus. Jr. Library 


A welcome addition, since Jo’s Boys has never been available in attractive illus- 
trated format. Three prices- as usual in this edition:- Popular- $1.25; Special- $2.00; 
De Luxe- $3 00. 


Carroll, Lewis Harper 
ALICE'S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND & THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS $3.50 


* Leonard Weisgard illustrations for the beloved classic are sure to create contro- 
versy among those with nostalgic fondness for the Tenniel pictures. But we feel that child- 
ren will appreciate the beauty and the fitness of the lovely Weisgard pictures and they'll 
make a place for themselves. They have warmth and vitality and humor, and an appreciative 
sense of the exciting pace of the dream world in which Alice lives. They'll lead the child 
reader into the story, instead of deterring them, as is the case with some children and the 
Tenniel drawings. And yet they are close enough to the traditional feel that children who 
have seen the dramatization wont be disappointed. Cloth reenforced spine-handsome board 
covers, with blond Alice and her cat Dinah on the jacket. Clear type face, with good mar- 
gins, for a book that is more often read aloud than read - at the start- to themselves. A 
big item for Fall- and it should have 4 permanent place. (Publ.) 
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HAPPY HOUR SERIES 40 Rainy Day Games (9-14) Hart Publishing 
80 Play Ideas (4-7) Paper Bound 
60 Swell Playmate Games (7-13) Each $.50 
Play Alone Fun (6-9) 


On the whole these are excellent, each title suited to a particular need. Occa- 
sionally the activities are questionable (razor blades for playing alone?), but on the 
whole there are countless good ideas and the breakdown into ages makes the selection easy 
for parents. The materials suggested for use are easily procured in most households. While 
the true and tried activities are here, there are many new ideas. Good value. (Publ.) 


Wilcox & Follett 


Moore, Clement C. 
THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS $1.00 

This is the third gift edition of the hardy perennial this season- the comparison 
with the Weisgard- Grosset & Dunlap edition is inevitable, while the Little Golden Books- 
Malvern edition appeals to a different and price conscious market. These illustrations by 
Esther Friend are more conventional than the Weisgard - more slanted to the adult who wants 
children to look like the cute youngsters in advertising posters. Four-colored double 
spreads, with text introduced into the pictures, alternate with less successful double- 
spreads in red and black. All very eye-catching for the department store display. The 
binding is laminated board, with four color overlay. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5-8) 


Bettina Harper 
COCOLO COMES TO AMERICA $2.50 


* A sequel to the popular Cocolo of last season, with more adventures of the lov- 
able little Italian donkey. This second book is just as good as the first. Cocolo and 
his small master cross the ocean and land in America after a wonderful sea voyage. Cocolo 
won all hearts during their sojourn in New York, and his charm comes through every page of 
his book,- Cocolo looking out of the window of a basement apartment, Cocolo in a pet hospi- 
tal, Cocolo finding a real home with a lady who has a farm by the sea. Before the story 
ends, a little white donkey comes up from Mexico and Cocolo has a mate. Just enough non- 
sense and excitement to hold youngsters through all phases. Sturdy board, but rather per- 
ishable pastel colors. Companion volume to Cocolo oversize. (Publ.) 


Bailey, Carolyn Sherwin Platt & Munk 
OLD MAN RABBIT'S DINNER PARTY $.75 


Robinson pictures in full color for a gift edition of a favorite story. Old Man 
Rabbit, with plenty of food for himself, is a tender hearted soul and sorry for the mis- 
fortunes of his less provident woodsy neighbors. So he invites them all to share his 
bounty, and his happiness is his reward. Though the moral is apparent, the tele somehow 
seems a fresh approach to a familiar pattern. There's a briskness in the telling and an 
appealing portrayal of small things going about the business of life, that gives it vi- 
tality. Same format as Scat, Scat and The Little Engine that Could. Cloth. (Publ.) 


Upham, Elizabeth’ Platt & Munk 
LITTLE BROWN MONKEY $1.00 


Cheerful little tales of the incidents in the life of a little brown monkey, told 
with an annoying sort of patronizing air, and salted with bad verse. The illustrations in 
color are partly humanized presentations of the animals, and the story itself is second 
rate fantasy. The concept of the monkey family unit alone recommends it, but this can be 
found in better books. Cloth. (Publ.) 
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Meeks, Esther K. Wilcox & Follett 
FIREMAN CASEY AND FIREBOAT 999 $1.00 


* A really very satisfactory story book for small boys, which could be read aloud 
to the four and five year olds, and which second year readers could probably read to them- 
selves. Large squarish format, with pictures in two and in four colors on every page, and 
& text that tells the story of a fireboat in a large eastern seaport, and fireman Casey 
who is on duty aboard her, of a dock fire and how the fireboat is used to put out the fire, 
and of how Casey goes into a burning warehouse to save a frightened horse. Godd content 
material, with enough story to carry it. Ernie King pictures. Laminated board binding. 
(Publ. ) 

EASY READING 
Paull, Grace Doubleday 
A HORSE TO RIDE $1.25 


Viewing this as a first reader, using as content material a topic that seems 
never failing in interest - the acquisition of a horse to ride - this meets the needs on 
several scores. There are plenty of pictures of Terry and the Palomino, Turk, and the 
text has vocabulary that second year readers can manage, particularly if they are inter- 
ested in horses and how-to care for them. But, viewing the book as a story, it is pretty . 
conventional and slight, curiously casual and lacking in incident. Board binding- overall 
pastedown in three color- three color pictures throughout. Cloth spine. (Publ.) 


Keller, Frances Ruth “" Platt @ Munk 
THE CONTENTED LITTLE PUSSY CAT $1.00 


A moral little tale of a pussy cat the envy of all his friends because he is so 
contented and happy. He and his friends are pictured as slick and stereotyped, and the 
kitten's explanations of his happiness make pretty smug reading. The concepts of happiness 
seem to this reader fairly adult, and overly concerned with adult ideas of past and future. 
A “cute” book with large type and lots of pictures, but mediocre values. Illustrations 
in full color by Adele Werber and Doris Laslo. Cloth. (Publ.) 


Werner, Jane Simon & Schuster 
THE GOLDEN BOOK OF WORDS $1.00 


Cornelius DeWitt has made the pictures for this Big Golden Book, and every double- 
spread has on one side, marginal drawings with identifying words, a text of factual state- 
ments using the words, and opposite this, a full page in color. It is an interesting ex- 
periment at developing a growing vocabulary and should provide early reading aids, helped 
along by pictures. The content deals with familiar subjects, broad in scope, covering 
such things in every child's interest as house, school, clothes, pets, stores, tools, an- 
imals, seashore, trains, toys, machines, flowers,weather, circus, etc. The difficulty 
increases slightly as the pages turn- but repeat patterns and growing familiarity make 
this a good work book which is fun at the same time. 78 pp. Boards. (Publ.) 


NON- FICTION- Eight to Eleven 


Carlson, George Platt &@ Munk 
THE LITTLE FOLKS’ CROSS WORD PUZZLE BOOK $.75 


The term "little folks" suggests younger interest level than seems likely, so we 
have placed the book at the 7-11 age level. An excellent collection of cross word puzzles 
which second and third year readers could do. The puzzles increase in diffioulty, and pert 
little comments under each one hint at snags and danger points in solving the puzzles. A 
book for vocabulary increase and early use of dictionaries. Abbreviations are a bit over- 
worked, but on the whole, the puzzles are well thought out. Cloth. (Publ. ) 
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Carlson, George- fd. Platt & Munk 
1001 RIDDLES FOR CHILDREN $.75 


There's always demand for a riddle book, and this is a satisfactory one, with 
enough chestnuts and enough new ones to satisfy all tastes. The answers in the back in- 
clude some that may leave youngsters in the dark, but in the main, the selection and the 
degree of difficulty are sound. Line drawings. Cloth. (Publ.) 


Karasz, Ilonka Harper 
THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS $1.50 


* An exquisite book, too fragile for generel handling, and with an appeal that is 


perhaps at an adult level- or anyhow at the level when appreciation of folk material is be- 
ginning. A traditional Old English song - in the House that Jack Built pattern, with each 


stanza built on the verses that have preceded it- was long sung in connection with the 
twelfth night celebrations. Each of the twelve days has its gift, and by the time the 


twelfth day brings its gift of twelve drummers drumming, the young audience will be chant- 


ing gaily the accumulation of gifts from the days before. A counting book, this, and a 
book where recognition of additions to the accumulation of gifts pictures opposite each 
text page makes a sort of game for the younger members of the family. The music of the 
song is printed at the end. Beautiful drawings in pastel hues, four color jacket and 


pastedown on board bindings, two toned end papers- a beautiful piece of book-making. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN-Ficttion 


Thomas, David- Fd. lantern Press 
TEEN AGE DOG STORIES $2.50 


Another good collection of stories for a good series, these perhaps a trifle 
younger in general appeal than some of the previous collections. For the most part, the 
contributors are familiar names,- Terhune, Kjelgaard, Betty Cavanna, James Street, Booth 
Tarkington, Robb White. But there are six or more less well-known writers with excellent 
stories. From mutts to thoroughbreds, the dog heroes will appeal to all readers. (11/17) 


Alton, Everett E. Wilcox & Follett 
GRIDIRON COURAGE $2.50 


Another college football story couched in the undergraduate idiom, with tense 
situations arising and being overcome and play by play descriptions aplenty. There's a 
variant here, in that the smart young coach who comes to make over the mid-west small 
college team is a good guy, and the central figure. In the final exciting game, he has 
resolved all the difficulties involved in maintaining discipline and hardening the team. 


There's full quota of rah-rah, talk of college spirit, a good dose of locker room intrigue, 


and plenty of action. All the ingredients boys in the teens enjoy. (Publ.) 


Hungerford, Edward Buell Wilcox & Follett 
ESCAPE TO DANGER $2.50 


A rousing and well-written story of sea battles of the American Revolution, in- 
volving John Paul Jones and the fon Homme Richard. Other personalities of the period are | 
brought into. the story, where it is possible to have them within range of the adventures 
of Nat Huntley, Yankee seaman, who has escaped from an English prison to join the sea 
raiders.. Good pace of story will help override the reluctance of many youngsters today 
re sea historical adventure. (Publ.) 








